o Gregory Burns, paint-

ing & akin to =ar ing and
sICEPIng; using 1mages

to express himsell s
something bhe has never stopped
doing in his lite despite rhe
changes broughr abour by time
and rhe circumstances around him.
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exhibiion, Pomals [ ratewavs o

Our Inner Sancruary, Burns
artempts o capture life's phases
with objects like doorways and
enrrmnces. wateways provide us
with opportunities for discovery
while encouraging us ro explore
our own spirituality,” he explains
the name of his coming exhibition
“These pantings are parr of my
search for -Et't.'r'i:'.' meaning and
joy in life; they are not complerely
realistic, bur somewhat semi-
.'li-"'!‘-'l'r-il."| 100 Ebure.

“Since the early 1990s, my

style has included abstrace ar,

and | have been painung wich
emotion and feeling: not just
intellect. Ir was then thar | began
o work more with oils and mixed

mediums,” recalls the artise. "My

style of painring has changed
considerably over the years; |
drew and painted realism and
recognisable images, and | used o
work predominantly with water-
colour, Chinese ink and drawing,”
he adds.

For the paintings to be
exhibited in Portals, he has used

either o1l paint or oil pastel. “l

began working consistently in ol
pastels because they allow me w
incorporate aspects of drawing
and line into my paintings,” Burns
explains. “in rhese works, | rely
heavily on the use ol colour and
line to express my feelings.”

Ar the age of one Burns
contracted polio in Jerusalem,

where his father was working as
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a diplomar in rhe American
embassy. He began painting at the
age of five when his family moved
to Paris. Despite being physically
inconvenienced, Burns went on
with life like any normal five-
year-akl, bur chose to express him-
sl I'hr-llll..t]‘l images. Civen the
opportunicy o travel around the
world with  his  family. he
began to absord the cultural and
NS EOTLEAl ll:rllll-i.'ll'“ es of ditterent
countries and peoples.

Burns' works have been
serongly influenced by the Asian
styles and ways of expression.
“My art is a collage of Eastern and
Western stvles and content,” Bums
reveals

The young Burns grew so
accustomed o the nomadic life-
style, thar he went backpacking
aroutd China, Tiber, '."'-.'-q:]ﬁ:l], [nadin
and

Pakiztan for 18 months

alter complenng his hrst Jdegree in

communicarion studies ar the
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rhen, Burns  has
made Asia his |:‘.r-:||'|-|_'_ '.';'l'rr]-.;'.n” N1 |
rravelling i Asta for more than a
decade. He made a stop in Tawan
mn cthe carly 1980, and studied in
the Chung Da University while
learning Chinese brush painring
under the wrelywe of Taiwanese
watercolour artist, Liang Dan-

Fong

colliwraphy and seal-carving, and

Burns also picked up
exhibited hiz works during his
rwo-year stay thene
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y universal thread thar runs
through cultures and arn, which s
~|=Lr|1.|.|| in nature, DBurns says,
¢ .

And it i through this spirirual
..|I.:II'4'.'I'|:~I|'-:‘. 1|1:I1 i||.' |'-|.Il"'l;"\- ({h] In|'.|.'.|1
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The only thine chat has no
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changed in Bums' lite is probably
his love tor painting. Painting is
like CACINE Lo bim, JEATINE Art
has provided me
with a tramework

|.l-|r h"."lﬂ!.:. Zi['i-.l Ly

Cimes hrings me
greatl peace and
satistacrion,” savs

Bums whose saris-
faction also COImMes
from his work as
the Markering/
Public Relations
Manager of Pepsico
Restauranes Inter-
national, and his
record-breaking
swims at the Para-
lympics of 1992
and 1996,

Prior ro this
exhihirion, Burns
showcased lis
works extensively
in USA, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, and
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“I believe that
there is a
universal

thread that

runs through

cultures and

art, which is

spiritual in
nature.”

singapore. which he considers the
best "grassroors’ venue here.

Hiz coming exhibition
Porials Ciarewavs To Our Innes

sancriuary, will be held ar the

Motices Oallery in Four Seasons
Hotel from January 16 ro February
16, 199, Burns will be conmibur-
ing A& part of the proceeds o
Ereate o

bBursary tor promising

Jdisabled idenrified by
apecial Arrs (VSA), an

organisation thar promotes arrists,

ATTIsDS
Viers
musicians  andd with
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physical disabilities. &



