Asian art has found
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happy home in San Francisco,

where all and sundry come

talks about

that drive him.

ince 1966, the Asian A

Museumn of San Francisco,

situated within the lush

gardens of Golden Gate
Park. has hosted some of the most
impressive art exhibitions the city
haz ever witnessed. In 1975, when
Avery Brundage bequeathed his
remaining art holdings to the *Asian',
it became one of the largest muse-
umsaurside Asiadevored eeclusively
ro Asdan are. Continuing to acquire
important works, the collection
contains over 12,0800 objects
Fpanning '.‘!'.'\:'l:'.." YERES .|1' h'..h!-.'-:-.
and representing over 40 Asian
natlons. For more than owo decades,
the mussum’s extensive repserrcane
has fearured ]*r'.:-:'..l art ¢ollectiong
from China, Mongolia, Japan,
Eorea, India and Tiber.

According o Michele
Haglasd- L ibworth, Public Relations
Manager for the ' Astan’, *The Astan
population of the city is comprised
of several culourally diverse groups.
an Francisco’s overall Asian
population is currently estimared at
28 percent, and is expected o rise 1o
39 per cent by the vear 2000. The
museum is & nexus for these unique
and diverse groups, and pnn‘ld-:_'m i
varicty of exhibitions and educa-
rional programmes targeted at
showcasing cultural similarities and
differences.”

Walk down any Bay-area
gtraet, and it doen't take a genius o
discover thar San Feanclseo 15 a
dynamic mixture of high-octane
culrures, Bue, l:-r.':|1:'|1'.|':|.=r||:'.|g that a
larpe percentage of Californians
were born elsewhere, MEETAting to
the 'Sunshine State' in search of
5!.:-||:|c!|1||:'||.: different, its apparent
Asians have had a3 significant
impact on the changing landscape
of the Sam Francisco art scene.

EXAFRESSION

Asian art
collections are
popular with
all the
different
nationalities,
but specific
races will be
especially
drawn to
exhibitions
which reflect
their own
roots.

The city's proximicy to Asia and its
large populationof Asian immigrants
could not help influencing the local
population. If for no other reason,
the influx of Eastern aesthetics
would have provided alvernatives
to an all o familiar Eut-:qu.':'ll:'&.
cultural heritage. A number of
homegrown artists working during
the abstract expressionism years
af the 404 :||1|.|. "-!':.h. were drawn
to Eastern philosophies and
r¢||;.;|-:1r|.»..'|'-:|:l|;'|.||;~r3'|'::’_cn Buddhism,
while many were inspired and
influenced deeply by the composi-
tions and technigues of Asian
painting and calligraphy

“Aajan art collections are
popular with all the different
pationalicies, bug specific races will
be especially drawn to exhibitions
which reflect rheir own roor.
However, evervbody loves archaeo-
logical exhibitions such as the
Terea Corta Warriors of X'lan,”
reckons one of the museum's
CLFATOrs.

The curator went on to
explaii that Jade or [adeite attraces
pood crowds, while sculprures
illll.E minEture I'-I:rl.r'll:'lE.'h |r||1r| ]I'II,II:'I
are also popular. Recent exhibitions
of rexciles, folk arts and wood-
cuts from Japan have been well
received, while similar artworks
from Eorea are interesting because
they are new and different.

F'L:II'.IE:-:‘\.. due o the ]11|.:||.

percentage of San Franciscans
who can relace ro the "Hippie
Movement® or the high-profile,
Tibet !l-'!.'l:ll.]'\llll.h'.hl'r. Richard
Gere, Tibetan exhibitions
continuwe to drw recond crowds.
These exhibicions which include
Buddhist art, tanka paintings,
sculprures and bronzes, appeal to a

wide range of visitors
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hinese presence and noted in Asian art. Recause values have

Ysian scholars, San Franclseo’s  risen on such items as Asian

FREEresl N MAsIan ares mas seen ATRE LA R |.I.|'\.. |"'-I'\.'\.'|IIII 1118

srrom fof over a century.” furniture, collectors are now

oales of Chinese ceramics have
been active recently because of
the abundance of good material

and the increasing numbers of

American and Asian collectors.

takinge interest and bovene. T hene
has also been a shift away from
expensive European antigquities
towards more reasonably priced
Acian objects. Due 1o the high
six-tigure price-tags of gualicy
-'--"...-u- ._|-|||_-.._|-||- |"--l'-'l.' |'|-|,-|'|
ineremsingly fruseated with buying
-\.I.I-'-|-.I. i.:r'\.'l'l1 |':.I'||'|I|| and
Egyptian antlguities. By compari-
S0, a rop-level, l|'|l.|*~l.'l|I||--|l.|.li|r'.
Sung dynasty bust can go for one-
gquarter the price of s Buropean
counterpart, In addition, the
INCreasng anferest o | anvwancse,
||.||'|'_: H.'“-_'_ "‘-';.|I|||,|I|.| |.'|'|III|;'\--:'
ard Singaporenn collectors seeking
to own elements of their heritage
nd culture, 12 bringing maore
buyers into a marker thae is already
heavily populated with Americans
e Enropeans

Sales of Chinese ceramics
have been active recently because
of the abundance of ooosd marcerial
and rhe increasing number ol
American and Asian collecoors
Everyvthing, from Meolithie pottery
o 18rh-cenmury ceramics, finds
buyers. In the LUisdA, however,
ST dynasty Ceramics seem [o
do well while Chinese monao
chromatic pieces sell in Asia.

Az a0 culiuml matenial, ade
continues (o increase in price. In
addirion, jade transcends art and has
intrinsic vilue as a precioas com

!-:_- :.;I.l.|l.'-\.|.

I|':-x||‘.-. Becalse |.-.|l.'-..-=||
its value 5 more uniform than
many Asian ares amd enjoys a well-
cstablished madition of buyineg and
-q.".h::'.: LW |'.~II:-\.I.|||: INTErEsr [on
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Cent COlleciors By Deen sCivol
arly-related matertals including
brush washers, water pots and brush
risfs. | he recent sale of a Burmese

| i, o TR ¥ wrhicl
|ACIE D KOTO § INVCE NS DUIMIET f; Winkch

ferched LSS million on msction,

served as a wake-up call for the
market, signalling that jickeite can
command top dollar

Chinese furniture, especial ly
Ming and Ching antigues, also
ferch high prices and are enjoved
by a wide audience. Having com-
pared prices of Chinese antiques
in Macau and Hong Kong o prices
in the USA, the mark-up on
good pieces can exceed 300 per
eent. Unfortunately, due to the pro-
literation of :|'l.'-r|,:\-::!|¢.'.h, collectors are
apprehensive when buying antigue
Chinese paintings, and the whole
market has lost its lustre. Contem-
porary art, however, is increasingly
in demand as American and Asian
collecrors, predominantly Ameri-
can-born Chinese, queue to get
their hands on major works
Several antists come o mind, not
the least of which is C C Wang, a
scholar and artise residing in New
Tork, whose paintings ferch
upwards of US3100.000. Other
confemporary arcisrs warking in
Asia whose paintings sell for
between 35,000 and $10,000 are
Wang ¥i Dong with his realistic
style, Yu Shao Fei, whose paintings
border on |1||-;lh:- realism, and the
whimsical and humorous paintings
of 01 Zhi Long, Since the late "80s,
ConTemporary Chinese art has con
timued to lure avid collectors.

With an increasingly inter-
ested public and an abundance of
Asian are in p.l.|1||-:' amd rlri1.',1|:q' gnl-
lections, the city of San Francisco
provides a nexus for collectors and
connoisseurs of fine Asian art. As
the Cary thrives at the epIcentne af
shifting tectonic places and inter-
rwining cultures, it is a volatile and
exciting period for the people and
ars of San Francisco,
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