Sl s of starving artists
IEGEIEERN i in the gutters may
SR L monp | ace these days,

el = T F=r other Forms of
e rocluce their best works,

] el and Delia Prvacki.

ast year, when Milenko

and Delia Prvacki trun-

dled o from Singapore

to Australia’s northern
territorics with 20 local artists, they
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sleeping within spitting distonce
of kangsaroos, cockaroos, frair bars,
crocodiles and dingoes. Were it
nat for the protection af thelr thin
mylon tent, momings would have
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from their sleeping bags, following
the nocturnal smorgasbord of
activities thar the area’s treetop
inhabitant engapeed in.

Avrtises, braving the clements
and communing with nature,
abiain g iPrimare |.1.'l.'|i|'lh! for the
environment they are attempting
tor rencler. As the Eroap of arrises,

onganised by Marjorie Chu of A

GREGORY 'BURNS

Foram, were intent on capturing the
vast beaury of this magical region,
camping by night and painbing by
d:n.' filled the IThRE Ty while wine
and barbecued fish filled stomachs
during less rupped evenings. The
trip gave birth to a body of work
I'|'| |"¢1||E'|I|.li.|| iI.I'II.I Ih]lil !_'I:ll'llli.'l.l
Fire m Kokxfu, which was |ater
exhibdived ar the An Forum Gallery
in Singapore

Fire in Kakadu was.the
couple’s second joint exhibit in
Simgapore, though each has held
numerous sole exhibitions over
the past years. The exhibition
presented oil paintings and stone-
ware ceramics based on the couple's
CXporiences in the morthern
territories. Milenko's oil panintings,
known for their calming colours
and abstracred forms, focuwsed on
the fires thar flare-up in the bone-
dry environment of the northemn
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on the grandeur and simplicity of
the wasi (O HEDE akies, showensing
millions of stars, which blaze in the
fvght sky. All the works offer o rich
palerte of colours and texoures in
rl:|i11|:. stomeware and metal. More
tham just beauriful works of an
however, the *fire’ theme subtly sag-
rials an alarm, and a call po acrion —
:|'||p||1| forsurvival which continually
wages under the vast sky.

Milenko and Delia are now
pefmanent residents in Singapore,
Having amived sevem years apo
from chielr war-ravaped counrrles of
Yugoslaviaand Romania; the couple
has thrived in Singapore’s soothing
environment. It is the first time that
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themselves wholcheamedly 1o their
art. Buoeh artises are masters of their
respective techniques, while their
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rary. Their daugheer, who soudies

sculprure in the Untied Stares,
completes the circle of artises. Living
and brearhing art 24 hours a day
15 great, bari " lieele Bag oichiculoas"
admits the Prvackis. Even so, the
family or artists would not dream
of having it any other way, and
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and connection o an helps them
produce better waork.

Prior to Singapaore, Milenko,
a painter by profesion, exhibited
extensively throughour Eastern
Eurcpe, receiving numerous awards
andd prizes from art institutions.
Besides painting, Milenko enjoys
teaching s well. A man with a
large heart not only for are, Milenko
it n Fvourite teacher ar Lasalle
College of the Ams where, as a
warrm and artistic versbon of Father

Christmas, he inspires studens.

OF his students, Milenko belisves,
“we need o support them because
they are bringing a new spirit o
this country”.

Delia, a ceramist by rrade,
also reaches at the collepe between
working on the numerous com-
missions that she is continually
being asked 1o execute. She wo
exhibited extensively througbiow
Eastern Europe prior o arriving
in Singapore. Very onganizsed and
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picces range from small, tablewop
ceramics, to huge mterlocking skals
which extend for hundreds of feer.
Though the medium may appear
masculine, Delia’s sensitivity o
colour and texture incorporates
the Ying and Yang. She looks for
inspiration to works done in China,
Adeiea and El.lhlpi.'. Simulraneously,
she feels that there is universality
iry art and that the role of the anix
is to, “ohserve, question and react
to society, giving answers where
appropriate”.

The couple lives in an old
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with their faithiful German Shepherd
and a “Singapore exterior’ dog
which was rescued from the streets.
As Milenko laughingly complains,
“Every house starts out as a home,
anid then after bwo of thice moaths
it disinregraces into a studio,”

Milenko, who admits his
preference to a stable living and
working environment, says, "“To do
well, | need the feeling of home."

Delia believes thar, “Each
persan has a responsibility w the
people around them." For this
couple of artists, having made cheir
home in Singapore, enriching the
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scaling the peaks in their respective
artistie careers, will continue o

fuse] the fires within their souls. &



